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Dear friends:
I pray and study the scripture. I pray and I write a sermon.
I go over the sermon and basically preach it to myself
a couple of times on Saturday. Saturday night I preach
to the casual service and then twice on Sunday.
With all that I still don't know what will happen. How emotion or
God's Holy Spirit will be at work. Some sermons are more difficult
for me than others.
I thank you for your loving patience with me. December brings joy
and sorrow for most all of us. We love the memories of past
Christmases. Those memories cause us to laugh out loud and
sometimes weep.
There is something magical and mysterious about Christmas at
Bon Air Christian Church. It never fails to touch my heart the
wonder and beauty of celebrating the birth of our Lord with this
community of faith. No matter how difficult our circumstances
or how imperfect our lives, Christ comes.
Christ comes to the broken. Christ comes
to the poor in spirit. Christ comes to those
who are wounded and fragile and who
stand in need of God's healing love.
The baby child is born among us and he is
the one who brings light even to those
who sit in darkness.
There is no darkness so deep that God's light cannot penetrate it.
Shalom, Cindy
Believe. Believe. Believe

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The snow couldn't stop us!
What a joy it was to see the children share the Good News of Christmastime. We were able to
do the Christmas Pageant at the early service simultaneous to the snow beginning to
fall. Thank you to everyone who came and were able to support the children.
The children presented the REAL gifts of the season -- Hope, Faith, Peace and Love. They did a
wonderful job! The soloists and angel dancers added an extra special touch as well!
Thank you to all the Youth Group leaders helping make everything come together and a big
thank you to Barbara Bancroft and the Evangelism Committee for the great brunch and
Christmas crafting time after the pageant.

JANUARY YOUTH GROUP DATES:
January 13th & January 27th -- more details to come on plans for those dates.

WHAT'S HAPPENING
CHRISTMAS FAMILES

Thank you for your generosity. Our Christmas families are grateful that you have helped them
have a wonderful Christmas.
We helped families from Redd, Crestwood and Bon Air Elementary schools and also a family we
got to know during Caritas.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Fa la la la la la la la la! What a delight it was to bring a smile to beautiful faces.
We enjoyed sharing Christmas cheer and enjoyed wonderful fellowship
at our Christmas caroling party. Thank you to everyone who participated!

UPCOMING DATES:
January 3 De-decorating
January 4-5 Cabinet Retreat
January 6
Installation of Church officers
Ordination of deacons and elders
First board meeting

WHAT'S HAPPENING
CABINET RETREAT

The 2019 Cabinet Retreat will be held at Richmond Hill January 4th & 5th. This will be an
opportunity for all Committee chairs to grow spiritually and also a time to look to the future
and vision together as we seek to live out our mission.
If you are interested in serving on a committee in 2019, please let the church office know and
we will be sure to get your information to the correct person.
Let us all be prayerful about our future as a congregation as we seek to do God's will.

JOY GROUP

January 18, 2019, Betsy Weaver Brandt will present a program
about Major General Nathanael Greene (correct spelling!), Major
General of the Continental Army in the American Revolutionary
war. Betsy will educate us about his presence in Virginia. Program
will be at 10:30 AM, at the church, true Pot Luck luncheon, bring a
dish to share. Thank you.
~ Laura

CWF - Christian Women's Fellowship

Begin the New Year by sharing in fellowship and learning with other Christian friends.
The ladies have three groups to choose from:
* Day group will meet January 8th at 10:00 a.m.
* Night group will meet January 3rd at Andee Kirk's home, 7:00 p.m.
* Salad group will meet January 9th at 6:30 p.m.
December is always a busy month. It is also unpredictable. The Thursday Night CWF collected
new towels and other items for the battered women’s shelter. Several of us went to the
Richmond Symphony’s performance of Handel’s Messiah. If you have never seen the Messiah,
you should consider going when you have the chance. The snow caused the Salad CWF to
postpone their meeting until the 19th. We collected old towels for the animal shelter. If you
ever wondered if anyone wanted old towels, now you know, they need them at animal shelters.
And we are all looking forward to the New Year. Come and join us in 2019. ~ Jamie
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.
2 Corinthians 9:15

WHAT'S HAPPENING
Men's Group

During November, a survey was conducted to determine BACC men’s interest in formally
establishing a Men’s Group.
About twenty men responded and almost all were interested in establishng a MEN’S GROUP.
The majority of respondents were interested in routine meetings for devotional time, bible
study, and group attendance to recreational events. In addition, the Men’s Group would
continue to do specific tasks for the church and church members as needed.
The next step is to select group leader(s) to insure this initiative gets off to a good start. If
you are interested in leading or co-leading this initiative, please contact Sam Herrin or Rev.
Cindy Stratton by January 5th. Thank you.
Sam Herrin

SAVE THE DATES:

The Youth Group will be working hard ...
We hope you can join us at the annual Valentine Dinner & Dance on Saturday, February
16th and at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on Tuesday, March 5th.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

WHAT'S HAPPENING
Congratulations Sitina, Abdi and Ahmed

Sitina, Abdi and Ahmed are doing well. In December they received their Lawful
Permanent Residency status - also known as getting their green cards. They had
submitted all of the necessary paperwork in the spring and had been waiting hopefully
to learn of the results. This is an important milestone for them and they are very
grateful for it.
All three are now working and Abdi and Ahmed are juniors at James River High School.
Ahmed continues to play soccer and Ahmed is the driver for the family. BACC has
played an important role in this family's arrival and transition to America. We are
blessed to have come to know and love Sitina, Abdi and Ahmed.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Bon Air Christian Church will host the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity community gathering on Sunday,
February 10th at 5:00 p.m. Christian Unity has
been the Disciples of Christ polar star. From the
very beginning of our church movement, Disciples
have always set out to promote unity among
christians. We have worked ecumenically and
sought to celebrate our commonalities with other
traditions.
We hope you will join us in giving a warm Bon Air
welcome to the community.

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
Hebrews 12:14

WHAT'S HAPPENING
Bainbridge

The bleak midwinter is upon us. But the midwinter won't be so bleak for the folks who depend
on Bainbridge Community Ministry for part of their food supply if we continue to keep the
Bainbridge box filled. Thank you for continuing to think of them during this season.

Saturday Service

The Saturday evening casual service is alive and well. It is a good alternative to the regular Sunday
services for those who can't make it to church on Sundays. It lets us keep up with our church
attendance even when other things interfere. Let's not forget that regular church attendance is an
important part of our spiritual lives. See you there at 5 PM.

End of year giving

According to IRS regulations any monetary gifts/donations given to the church for 2018 tax
purposes must be given by 12/31/18 or postmarked by 12/31/18.
Many people desire to give year end non-cash gifts as well in the form of stocks and other
assets. Should you have questions concerning non-cash gifts beyond stocks, we encourage
you to speak with your financial advisor or accountant.
Thank you so much for doing your part in seeing that we continue to pursue the mission that
God has given us. Thank you for serving. Thank you for praying. Thank you for sacrificially
giving. All in the name of Jesus.
Should you have any other questions about your
gifts/donations, you may contact Frank & Diane Clark, our
church Financial Secretaries.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
John 1:1

Thank you!
A BIG THANK YOU TO ...

A very big THANK YOU to Jon Ver Beek for building and re-wiring all the audio equipment in
the closet off the choir loft. Everything is organized and housed in a beautiful cabinet now.
Thanks to Jon also for installing a new phone system through-out the church. Your time and
effort is very much appreciated!
And THANK YOU to Doug Collins, Joe Smith and Russell Shelton for all of their hard work on
fixing Cindy's office. The roof was leaking and she now has a beautiful, renovated office with
fresh paint, new lights and a beautiful built in bookshelf.
Please stop by and see all the good work these faithful servants have done!
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Make a joyful noise!
Thank you to Frank Coleman, Chris Fuller and
Glenn Birch for bringing their beautiful music to
us on December 20th. They also collected and
donated funds to our church. It was beautiful!

"One of the greatest gifts you can give is your time."
Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers at BACC!

Thank you!
We have received the following thank you's

Bon Air Disciples,
Your prayers have succeeded. Your cards/notes have lifted my spirits. Your deliveries of food
have given me comfort. Your inquiries and kind words have encouraged me. Thanks to your
love, I am feeling much better after my heart attack. I am so very blessed to be a member of
our congregation.
Thank you for every kind act, for every card, visit, meal and prayer.
Tom Snodgrass
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Thank you for the blessings of the food basket at Thanksgiving. May God bless you and
multiply these blessings grandly.
(This is a thank you from the Redd School family)

A
New
Year's
Resolution
May 2019 find us worshipping God by all the things we say and do. Frederick Buechner wrote:
"Phrases like worship service and service of worship are tautologies. To worship God means
to serve God. Basically there are two ways to do it. One way is to do things for God that God
needs to have done—run errands for God, carry messages for God, fight on God's side, feed
God's lambs, and so on. The other way is to do things for God that you need to do—sing
songs for God, create beautiful things for God, give things up for God, tell God what's on your
mind and in your heart, in general rejoice in God and make a fool of yourself for God the way
lovers have always made fools of themselves for the one they love.
A Quaker meeting, a pontifical High Mass, the family service at Zion Episcopal, a Holy Roller
happening—unless there is an element of joy and foolishness in the proceedings, the time
would be better spent doing something useful."
-Originally published in Wishful Thinking and later in Beyond Words
And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply
them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small.
2 Corinthians 4:15

Church Family Updates

Lord, hear our prayers ...

Lena Neal was hospitalized for a large abdominal hematoma. She is recuperating at home.
Kevin Heath had a bad fall and broke several ribs and his clavicle. He is at home recovering
and healing.
Harriet Griggs is now at the Dinwiddie Rehab Center. Please continue to pray for her
recovery.
Our sympathy is extended to Gene Dunston upon the death of her husband Bill. We hold her
in our prayers.
Our sympathy is extended to Carol and Sam Herrin upon the death of Carol's mother, Mary
Varnier.
Tom Snodgrass had a heart attack and underwent cardiac surgery.
Kyla Brooks is recuperating from knee surgery.
Cathy Wheless will have surgery on January 11th for atrial fibrillation.
We continue to pray for Russell Shelton’s friend, Paul Townes; Rhonda Ringel’s friend, Pam
Soddu; Traci Eagle, who is recovering from vocal cord surgery; Stephen Blanchard’s cousins,
Van and Leigh Dupriest; Kathy Morton and her mother, Pat Hedrick; Sara Reese’s mother and
sister, Janet Holder; Debbie Inlow’s father; Greg Shannon’s mother; Sandy Logan’s sister,
Brenda Peery; Jackie Nilles’ friends, Cristie Webber and Kathryn Idelson Noftzger: Steve
Blythe, the Clarks’ friend, Norm Harbour; Jim Pannell, Charles Stevens’ daughter, Kris Perkins;
Gail Macfadden’s friend, Lewis Bell; Harold Campbell, Dot Nuckols, Shirley Heath, Gerry
Roppe’, Tom Neumayer’s great-granddaughter, Kassidi Stevens; Steve Blythe’s cousin,
Brandon Clements; Terry Tynan, Steve Kline’s niece, Suzy Street; Tom Mayfield’s friend,
Mickey Denke; Leigh Anne Phan’s friend, Ron Evans; Stacy Price, the Blythes’ friend, Donna
Leake; Susan Baum’s friends, Jeri and Darlene; Brian Le; and Julie Bock’s friend, Theresa
Robertson.
MEMBER NEWS
Happy Birthday to Gene Dunston on December 25th she celebrates 91 years!
She shares her birthday with another Christmas baby - Happy Birthday to Maddie Smith also.
Jean Turlington has a new address:
5100 Monument Avenue
Unit 1113
Richmond, VA 23230

2019 Church Board

CHAIR OF THE BOARD - Joan Mielke
CHURCH CLERK - Jean Turlington
TREASURER - Jon Ver Beek
FINANCIAL SECRETARY - Frank and Diane Clark
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT - Robin Blanchard
CWF REPRESENTATIVE - Jamie McDonald
CMF REPRESENTATIVE
CHAIRMAN OF THE OFFERING COMMITTEE - Jean Turlington
ELDERS
Paula Craft Steve Goff
Doug White Sandy Collins
Bud Deihl Russ Johnson
Carol McGowan Sara Reese
Bob McGowan
DEACONS
Caitlynn Collins Allison Landergan Cecilia Bingenheimer Emily Rush Moore
Tom Mayfield Karson Clark Kris Foster Tim Vaden Barbara Bancroft
Arlene Giffel Anne Rucker Madeline Rucker Al Bingenheimer Chris Harrison
Aidan Novak Jim Severance Tom Snodgrass Charlie Ver Beek
Joan Mielke Marie Boger Laura Hollis Doug Collins Bill Heath
Bella Seemiller Kyle Clark
EX OFFICIO
District VII Representative – Jean Turlington
Minister - Cindy Stratton
Director of Youth and Christian Education - Kendra Ver Beek
CABINET
Christian Education- Pete Landergan and Gina McKenney
Worship – Martha Seemiller and Arlene Blythe
Church in Community – Cassie Price
Property & Grounds– Doug Collins
Stewardship – Shea Hollifield
World Outreach – Steve Craft
Evangelism – Chris and Leah Harrison
Membership – Dana Hatton and Lynn Sarvis
Personnel Committee – Susan Baum
Long Range Planning

