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Alone on a balcony in Paris. I hear a man sing of a broken heart, a woman laughs, a
couple saunter hand in hand down the road. As I sat at a cafe on the ChampsÉlysées I thought about the beauty in all the people who passed by- the big and
small, elegantly clad or outrageously dressed, all carrying with them their hopes
and their despair. People who look so different – the businessman and the
hippie, the grandmother and the little child, they all carry the secret of life within
them. They carry the vibrancy that God breathed into them and they all have or
will walk through joy and pain, celebration and suffering. It is being alive. They all
get to choose what will rule their lives – goodness and kindness, or anger and
bitterness, God’s peace or the world’s anxiety, love or hate.
I had the amazing opportunity to see magnificent churches. Cathedrals that
took hundreds of years to build. Westminster Abbey is the final resting place for
17 monarchs and many beloved authors. Notre Dame, likewise can take your
breath away with its extraoridinary beauty. I worshipped in a small village church
in Langcroft and the lovely Anglican church was about 700 years old.
However equally moving to me was worshipping in the beautiful Victorian chapel
we lovingly call home, Bon Air Christian Church. It has its own extraordinary
beauty and warmth. I was also blessed to be able to go to my home
congregation in Midway Kentucky. It was so meaningful to sit in that sanctuary
and remember how God began tugging at my heart and calling me into ministry in
that place with those kind people.
As I admired the church wooden beams that were cured for generations and
thought about the creation of the beautiful stained glass I thought about the
vision and foresight of these people who yearned to be part of making a place
where people would worship God long after them. They birthed beauty for
others to enjoy. What are we creating for generations to follow? What legacy
shall we leave? These lovely spaces were created to be holy spaces. But no
matter how lovely the building, the church is and always has been the people.
We are God’s beautiful church. The measure of consecration we give and the
devotion we show will in large part determine the legacy that we leave? As one
of my favorite Christina Rosetti songs says, “What can I give him, poor as I am,
…I can give my heart.”
I miss you and love you and pray for you, dear beautiful church.

Cindy

YOUTH GROUP
Nature Camp

For me, being a counselor at Craig Springs Nature Camp is easily the best week of the year. Nature camp is a free
camp for 8-11 year old kids that come from a wide range of backgrounds that might prevent them from an
experience like the one they get while at Craig Springs. Children from abusive homes, foster homes, broken homes,
poverty, children with parents in jail, Nature Camp has opened its doors to them all. Coming from these
backgrounds, you can imagine how meaningful this week at camp is to these kids. At Craig Springs all campers are
special and loved. Each camper has a counselor to show them this, to make this a week that is 100% about them.
This summer was my third year as a counselor and this year I also had the opportunity to be Assistant Director. I
had an 11 year old camper named Jacob and we had a lot of fun. He loved swimming and playing games like hockey
and four square. We also did a lot of fishing. He was on medication for ADHD and anxiety and he had some behavior
problems that we worked through during the week. However, he was a very sweet boy and he always felt bad and
apologized when he acted out. He constantly told me how much he loved me. Lots of tears were shed on the last
day. I am so thankful for Jacob and the week we got to spend together. I am also thankful for all of the campers and
counselors at camp this year. Worship on the last night is always emotional, but this year it seemed so much more
so. I don’t think there was a single dry eye during worship. I feel that the bonds formed between everyone were
particularly strong this year.
This was the biggest Nature Camp in years with 27 campers. Each camper has a high school aged counselor,
making this camp almost as big as Second Triple camp that the BACC youth group attends. Just three years ago
Nature Camp had less than 10 campers. It's amazing how much the camp has grown thanks to all of the people
who have given their time and money to this camp. Bon Air Christian Church has played a significant role in the
success of this camp for years and I couldn’t thank everyone enough.
~ Allison Landergan
Before Nature camp started I had no idea what kind of thing I was getting myself into. I knew I was going back to
the same Craig Springs that I know and love but I wondered if it would be the same old Craig Springs or be a totally
different experience as a counselor. Would I still have fun or would I have to spend my time chasing around kids and
have no time to enjoy my time there? All my fears and doubts immediately disappeared the first night. As soon as I
met the other counselors I knew this week was going to be great. I heard story after story from the other
counselors about their relationships with the kids and how great their experiences had been. One story I heard that
night was about a little kid named Timmy. The other counselors remembered Timmy from the year before. They
talked about his rough backstory and his rough connection with his parents. Timmy had moved around from foster
home to foster home until he got to camp. I didn't think much of it until the next day when I found out who my
camper was going to be. Sure enough, my camper was Timmy. I was real excited to meet him. Me and Timmy
connected right away. One of the first things we did that week was go down to the gameroom and set up a game of
monopoly. That's where we spent most of our time together. He liked to spend time alone with me and said I was
his best friend at camp.
I learned alot about Timmy that week. Timmy loved arts and crafts time and couldn't wait for pool time everyday. He
also must have liked watching me clean his muddy shoes because I had to do it just about every day so he wouldn't
make tracks in the dining hall. He wouldn't dance with any girls during the dance because he said his girlfriend at
home would be jealous. Timmy was also never scared to back down from a bet. One day during dinner he dared
himself to drink five glasses of sweet tea. I didn't think too much about it until he got to his fourth glass and threw
up the first three in my lap! (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

YOUTH GROUP
Nature Camp

(CONT'D) The most memorable part, but definitely the hardest part about camp, was saying goodbye. Almost
everyone cried as they left camp and Timmy was one of the first. Timmy didn't like to talk about his home life much
but I knew from other counselors that he would be headed to yet another foster home when he returned from
camp. He tried, through the tears, to tell me how much this camp meant to him and how much he would miss it. It
made him feel better when I told him we only had 360 days until he could come back next year.
It was hard watching him drive off the next morning. In that one week Timmy became almost like a little brother to
me and I can't wait to come back next year and see him again.
~ Jake Ver Beek

I was asked to write a few words about Nature Camp, but words really can’t describe what Nature Camp taught me.
Three weeks ago I arrived at Nature Camp and quickly made friends with other counselors. All of them told stories
of how great the camp really was, but I still had my doubts. I worried about receiving a “bad” kid and being stuck with
him for the week. We learned a little bit about the kids before they came and my kid looked pretty darn fit for me on
paper. The next day, I met Eric. He was very shy and didn't want to do anything other than jump over stuff and make
people watch. I thought the week was going to stink. I tried to get him to mingle, but nothing seemed to work. The
next day, all of the other pairs already seemed bonded, but Eric was still shy. I spent every minute of that day by his
side. I taught him to play baseball and how to fish. That night he didn't seem to want to leave me, he was my best
little friend at that point, but he still wouldn’t talk to the other kids.
That night when the kids were going to bed I pulled him aside and told him that 'lights out' doesn’t mean you have to
go to sleep. It took us a little bit to get his cabin to quiet down that night. The next day we were getting breakfast
and I haven't gotten my food yet when I saw Eric and the kids in his cabin sitting at a table without their counselors,
talking to each other. Eric finally learned to have fun at camp! The rest of the day he didn’t want to leave my side, he
kept wanting to go places and do things and I could see that he was changed.
The next day was the last full day of camp and every single camper wanted to be with their counselor at all times,
and vice versa. Eric was all over the place that day. He wanted to run everywhere and one time I lost him! I looked all
the usual places he ran to but I ended up finding him in the crafts room, a very unusual place for him to be. I
wondered why he was there and before I had the chance to ask, another counselor came up to me and informed me
the girl he was sitting with was his camp girlfriend.
He wouldn't go anywhere for the rest of the day without me or her. When we finally got those two lovebirds apart
and when we were going back to the cabins, I noticed Eric wasn't talking much. When I took a closer look at him, I
noticed he was crying. I sat him down in a cabin and asked him what was wrong and he didn't say anything, he just
gave me a hug and kept on crying. He wouldn't let me go and it was silent for a good 5 minutes when we were simply
there with each other. Eric's voice broke the silence when he said, “I don't have a dad at home.”
The next day we had to send them off. I had to watch Eric drive away. I was a confused 14 year old boy when I came
to Nature Camp, but when I left, I knew what it was like to love a kid, to watch him grow as a person, and I knew
what it was like to be a father figure.
I can't think of another place in this world where someone could learn something like that in such a short amount of
time. Nature Camp has forever changed me and I am grateful.
~ Charlie Ver Beek
"Children are great imitators. So give them something great to imitate."

WHAT'S HAPPENING
Vacation
Bible
School
Our *Shipwrecked* Vacation Bible School will be in full swing when you are reading this

newsletter. We've been working hard to welcome the children to our "deserted island" and teach
them that when there are struggles, hurts, disappointment and sadness in life … Jesus
Rescues! Here are just a few pictures of the transformation of the church. Stay tuned for
more details and pictures in the September newsletter. And don't forget to be praying for all the
volunteers and attendees.
Our late service on August 5th will be our children sharing all about their week at VBS.

CARITAS

BACC will host the CARITAS family program from August 4 to 11. We will provide a safe place to
sleep, three meals a day, laundry, showers and Christian fellowship and love. We will host up to 30
people - moms, dads and kids who do not have a place to live.
Homelessness is sad but a very real part of our community. CARITAS, through participating
congregations like BACC, provides shelter and services to help families find stable housing.
Thanks to all who will be participating in this important ministry serving our brothers and sisters in
need.
"Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth."
1 John 3:18

WHAT'S HAPPENING
DID YOU KNOW that Noah’s ark was longer than a football field?
The Bible says the ark was 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. What’s a cubit?
A cubit is about 18 inches, the average length from an adult fingertip to the elbow. Remember,
there were no tape measurers in those days. (Genesis 6)
DID YOU KNOW the prophet Elisha was bald?
When a group of teenagers made fun of the lack of his hair, God had bears come out of the
woods and attack them. So don’t make fun of your Dad or Uncle Eli for being bald – unless you
are ready to fight off some hungry bears. (2 Kings 2:23)
DID YOU KNOW King Solomon was also known by the name Jedidiah?
“She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The Lord loved him; and because the
Lord loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah.: (2 Samuel
12:24-25)
Why two names? Why not? The name means “God loves him” … wouldn’t you love it if God gave
you a name like that?
DID YOU KNOW the Bible contains 66 books?
39 in the Old Testament
27 in the New Testament
DID YOU KNOW that the longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9?
Seventy-One words!
Well … that was FUN! So … if you didn’t know, you should come check out one of the many
Sunday School classes offered here at BACC. We have classes for all ages!
Pre-School, Early Elementary, Middle School, High School, several Adult Classes and a new
Young Adult Class!
All classes will start Sunday, September 9th at 10:00a.m. Everyone is welcome and we are
looking forward to a great year ahead studying the Good News … and maybe learning some
more “fun facts!”
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"Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path."
Psalm 119:105

WHAT'S HAPPENING
Sunday School Teachers

Thanks to all those who give their time and talent to teach Sunday School. We appreciate you
and you touch the souls of many by your good deeds.
Pre-school & Early Elementary class: Gina McKenney and Barbara Bancroft
Pre K-3rd grades
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Upper Elementary class: Robin Blanchard
4th & 5th grades
Middle School class: Russ and Cindy Johnson
6th - 8th grades
High School class: Diane Clark and Cathy Vaden
9th - 12th grades
Young Adult class: Sandy Collins and co-teacher
18 - 30 year olds
Sojourners class: Cathy Law, Sara Reese and Susan Deihl
Fellowship class: Kitten Whitlow
Parlor class: Jamie McDonald, Danny Simmons and Steve Craft

"A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops."
Henry Adams

WHAT'S HAPPENING
Craig Springs Camp

Craig Springs is a special place to so
many and for multiple reasons. This
newsletter is proof that many consider
this place like a second home.
Craig Springs Camp and Retreat Center
is a life-changing summer camp. This
overnight Christian camp for youth
creates the opportunity to be in nature,
escape from technology, create lifelong friendships, and grow closer to God.
Craig Springs also has inexpensive
cabins, lodges, and cottages available
for rent from May-October. They are
great for small group or large group
getaways, family reunions, organization
retreats, or a church group retreat! They
offer summer volunteer opportunities
to work with campers as a counselor,
nurse, musician, or craft director. The
camp has spring and fall work weekends
each year where volunteers can work
with other Craig Springs lovers and give
back to the place that has given so
much to our youth. Work weekends are
free events.
Craig Springs is a wonderful, affordable
place to unplug from your busy life and
reconnect with God, friends, and nature.
Check them out if you have never been!

Here is a list of our youth and friends who
have attended or plan to attend summer
camp this year. Please keep them
and the counselors and staff in your prayers.
You are encouraged to ask them about their
experience on the mountain!
Anne Rucker
Logan Blanchard
Madeline Rucker
Reese Blanchard
Emily Rucker
Maddy Boger
Jake Ver Beek
Sarah Boger
Charlie Ver Beek
Savannah Cole
Lilly Ver Beek
Bella Seemiller
Jason Williams
Samantha Seemiller
Bryahna Mooney
Nathan Parker
Allison Landergan Lilly Parker
Anika Tejnecky
Caroline Werdesheim
Natahsa Tejnecky Braxton Mooney
Shepard Mooney
Cadence Mooney
Taylor Trezza
Ashlee Blankenship
Jesse Whiting
Jasmine Williamson
Kallie Norwood
Gerald Stauffer
Linda Mullis
*Family Retreat is August 3rd - 6th*

WHAT'S HAPPENING
BACC goes high-tech!

We have recently upgraded our wi-fi to extend through-out the church. There were lots of
wires pulled and hours spent in a hot attic in order to install the new wi-fi access points. If you
have ever connected to the church wi-fi in the past, you know it could be temperamental. The
new access points will help tremendously and have us all connected and surfing in no time!
Huge thanks to Craig Berkley, Jon Ver Beek and Craig's friend Zeb Elliott, for the many hours
planning and installing everything. We will ALL appreciate the convenience this provides.
Here is the new connection information:
Choose "Welcome BACC" wi-fi
Password = 8042726228

What Sunday School means to me

"I like learning how God is working through the people in my class and the things they’ve done that week."
-Taylor Brooks
"Sunday School means kids learn about God and have fun at the same time!"
-Lilly Ver Beek
"I always enjoyed Sunday School as a child because it was a time for fellowship with people your own age.
Worship services are for everyone, but Sunday School gave us children a chance to discuss topics
relevant to us from a Christian perspective. It also gave us a chance to question and strengthen our faith
by listening to multiple perspectives."
-Nicole Johnson
"Sunday School is coming together with peers to discuss and learn from each others faith and
experiences with God."
- Karson Clark
"No amount of talking about God and the Bible and ethics and theology is equal to the
smallest action taken in behalf of another human being."
-John Killinger

WHAT'S HAPPENING
SAVE THE DATES:

Vickie's 21st Anniversary Celebration:

Mark your calendars! September 30, 2018
We are so thankful for the beautiful music that Vickie plays Sunday
after Sunday. We also are grateful Vickie serves as our Choir
Director. We know we are extraordinarily blessed.
She is exceptionally talented and she enriches our time of worship by sharing her gifts with us. We want to say
thank you to her in a special way so our "Vickie Celebration" will be September 30th following the 11:00
service.

Fall Bible Study

On Thursdays beginning September 13 we will have a Bible study. Mark your calendars for this wonderful
opportunity to learn more about God's word and how it applies to our lives.

2018 CROP Walk

This years CROP Walk will take place on Sunday, October 14th at 1:30p.m. It will begin at the Bon Air Library.
This year we are going to have some friendly competition. Kendra has committed the BACC Youth Group to
challenge other church Youth Group's to see who can raise the most money! We will also have a 4-week
competition among Sunday School classes to see who can collect the most canned goods, there will be a
different "theme" for the collections each week. All food collected will be blessed on the day of the CROP Walk
and be donated to The Chesterfield Food Bank. Stay tuned for more details!

The Lord is my ___________, I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green _________,
He leads me beside quiet ___________,
He refreshes my ______________.
He guides me along the right _________ for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk
Through the darkest ____________,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your ________,
They comfort me.
You prepare a _______________ before me in the presence
Of my enemies.
You anoint my head with ________; my ____________ overflows.
Surely your goodness and ___________ will follow me all the days
Of my life, and I will dwell in the ________________
Of the Lord forever.
Come 'fill in the blanks' at Sunday School! Remember to mark your calendars for September 9th!

WHAT'S HAPPENING
Church Partnership

Join Christ the King Lutheran Church for an El Salvadoran Dinner.
Their group travels to El Salvador yearly to build relationships and homes, and to learn more about the culture.
Come - Enjoy some delicious El Salvadoran food. Learn - How you can help through Prayer, Partnership, and
Participation.
Saturday August 25, 2018 @ 6pm
Christ the King Lutheran Church
9800 West Huguenot Rd
Richmond, VA
There will be a brief presentation and plenty of time for Q&A. Hear about past trips, the Women’s Co-Op Group,
and our next trip January 19-27, 2019. They will have information available for anyone interested in traveling
with the team.
RSVP : 804 272-2995 by August 21.
Christ the King works through Thrivent Builds and Habitat for Humanity

Did you know that in the 2017-2018 school year in Shenandoah County, 55 students were homeless? Do you
believe every child should have a home?
Family Promise of Shenandoah County is an independent 501(c)3 organization and is led by a Board of
Directors. FPSC receives no tax monies or government support and is entirely dependent on local churches,
businesses, individuals and foundations. We are asking for support in this ministry!
Ways to help:
- Set up an "anytime Christmas" tree for items needed.
- Sponsor a quarterly FPSC needs drive (on-going needs are listed on our website)
- Designate a fundraiser to FPSC
- Like us on FaceBook
- Provide volunteers for the Family Center
- Pray! Pray! Pray!
If you would like to learn more about how you can help, you can contact the Family Center at 540-459-4599

Prayer Concerns

CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER CONCERNS

Our sympathy is extended to Rhonda Ringel and family upon the death of her mother, Arlette
Brown.
Our prayers are with Joan Mielke's father who was recently placed under Hospice care. Joan
is with her Dad in Mississippi.
Our prayers and love are with Claire Deitch as she continues to care for her mother.
Please pray for Jamie McDonald who broke her arm and Bernie who is facing some health
issues.
Please pray for Alma Spivey who is fighting an infection in her eye.
Our healing prayers are with Bill Boger who had foot surgery on July 30th.

Our prayers continue to be with:

Debbie Inlow's father, who lives in South Carolina; Bill Dunston; Greg Shannon's mother; Jim
Pannell who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer; The Clark's friend, Norm Harbour, who
has stage 4 kidney cancer; Sandy Logan's sister, Brenda Peery, who is having health
problems; Mitch Lorraine and Wanda Russell; Kris Perkins (Charles Stevens daughter), for
ongoing health issues; Juanita Coleman; Carnell and Iva Teachey; TJ Westveld; Douglas
Aitken, Philip Burkhalter’s cousin; Carrie Berkley; Harold Campbell; Harriett Griggs; Linda
Verheul’s grandson, Lachlan Conley; Dot Nuckols; Shirley Heath, who is at Sunrise; Jane
Washington; Cathy Wheless; Gerry Roppe’; Tom Neumayer’s great-granddaughter, Kassidi
Stevens; Sara Reese’s mother; Steve Blythe’s cousin, Brandon Clements, who has
lymphoma; Pete Landergan’s friends, Meredith Britton and John Loughran; Gail Macfadden's
friend, Lewis Bell; Terry Tynan who has cancer; Steve Kline’s niece, Suzy Street; Eleanor
Brooks who has cancer; Tom Mayfield’s friend, Mickey Denke; Shirley Burkhalter’s nephew,
Kevin McGuire; Leigh Anne Phan’s friend, Ron Evans; Stacy Price; the Blythe’s friend, Donna
Leake; Susan Baum’s friends, Jeri and Darlene for recurring cancers; Kathy Morton’s mother,
Pat Hedrick; Rhonda Ringel’s friend, Crista Cole who has lymphoma; Julie Bock’s friend,
Theresa Robertson who has a brain tumor; Jackie Nilles' friends, Kathryn Idelson Noftzger
and Cristie Webber who are battling cancer, and Rhonda Ringel’s friend, Brian Le.
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Thank You
Thank you to ...
All the amazing volunteers that helped with Vacation Bible School … we could not
have done it without you!
All the wonderful and giving volunteers helping with CARITAS. "Whoever is generous to
the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed."
Diane and Frank Clark and Joe Bancroft for volunteering each week to water the
gardens and tend to the weeds. Everything looks beautiful!
Jon Ver Beek, Craig Berkley and Zeb Elliott for reconfiguring our wi-fi.
Tom Mayfield for helping to pick-up VBS decorations from Slash Christian Church.
Dear BACC Family,
Thank you so much for your generosity in ya'lls graduation gift to me! The necklace is so
beautiful and is definitely now a sentimental piece. I am beyond excited to start this new
chapter in my life, and I'm glad I can have a small piece of BACC with me through my journey!
Thank you again,
- Madison Arthur
Dear Bon Air Christian Church,
On behalf of the Bon Air Historical Society, I thank you for making the 2018 Victorian Days a
success. We are most grateful for the use of your grounds for Victorian Days and for providing
us with meeting space throughout the year. We were delighted Rev. Cindy Stratton was able
to lead the parade as Grand Marshall and her grandchildren were able to join her.
Thank you,
- Tara Semtner, President
Bon Air Historical Society
"With sincere appreciation — Thank you and God bless."
Thank you for opening your church for our group. May God bless all you do.
- Rev. Steve Lesher and the First Christian
Church high school youth group
Thank you Bon Air Christian Church for the cross. It is beautiful! I will think of you all
when I am at Mary Washington. Thank you again.
- Madison Whitney

Thank You
"Dear Bon Air Church family,

Thank you so much for the cards, texts, calls visits, prayers and meals provided for Joe and
me following my hip replacement surgery. All were greatly appreciated! It is a joy to be part
of this church family.
With Love,
- Frances Atherton
Dear BACC,
Thank you for the beautiful flowers. We are so blessed to have all your love and prayers.
My father weakens each day but I know that gets him one step closer to his heavenly
home. Although it is tremendously difficult, I am so grateful to have this time with him.
Love in Christ,
- Joan Mielke
Dear BACC,
I have been under medical care for 10 weeks. It has been made so much easier because of all
the help and care of BACC. Every visit, every card, every meal are etched on my heart. I am so
grateful for all of your help and love. I was released from home health yesterday (7/4/18). May
1st was the day of my hospital admission. Thank you so much for all of your help.
- Cathy Wheless
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